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inadequate. The nature of the terrain near the coast precluded
deep fortifications like those of the Maginot Line; there is
water everywhere a few feet below the surface. Yet it seems
that attention might more usefully have been concentrated dur-
ing the winter on strengthening that part of the line than on
continuing to perfect the defensive casements of the Maginot
Line proper. Nor must we fail to mention the censorship, often
stupid and bureaucratic, which tried to keep the French people
unaware of the dangers they faced, and succeeded down to the
very end.
To some extent, too, French military errors can perhaps be
traced to the fact that many older officers at the top were
jealous of the younger men and automatically mistrusted the
tactics which they favored. At least one eminent French chief-
tain disliked the whole idea of a mechanized army because, he
said, mechanics are sure to be radicals. After the disastrous
Battle of Charleroi on August 21, 1914, the French Army
purged quantities of older officers who had proved themselves
incompetent in the field. In those days there was more than
one battle*
(5) The German Army had superior resources) organiza-
tion and striking power.
The German economy under Hitler was a war economy.
The Germany Army under Hitler always had the total
material resources of Germany at its disposal, something in-
conceivable in a democratic country except in time of actual
war.
The German Army seems also to have been directed by